
Disaster Management and Resilience

Objectives:
Increase protection and resilience of Marginalized community from crisis and shocks.

Context:

Bangladesh is a South Asian developing country. This country is often known as the country
of natural disasters at the global level. The socio-economic impacts of natural disasters are
very destructive in Bangladesh. Natural disasters cause the death of many lives almost every
year and also create the risks of poverty, unemployment, disempowerment in the country,
which might be a global problem in the future. Natural disasters often cause food crisis in
the country as well. Due to natural disasters, many people have to depend on aids since
they lose almost
everything in the
natural disasters
like cyclones or
flooding. In the
context of
globalized
environmental
degradation,
Bangladesh is one
of the major
victims.
Bangladesh has
been struggling to cope with this situation for a long time. But natural disasters as well as
effects of climate change often hinder the development of the country as well as many
other states. So, such problem has to be solved globally; rather than locally. In this paper,
the focus would be how Bangladesh faces natural disasters and how much Bangladesh is
able to adjust with the situation.
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The “Asia Pacific Disaster Report 2019” (UN-ESCAP) gives a grim picture of how disaster-
prone Bangladesh is. Its population are subjected to recurrent annual flooding. Cyclones and
associated storm surges and floods have led to almost all of the nearly 520,000 natural
disaster-related deaths in the last 40 years, economic damage notwithstanding. Cyclone Sidr
in 2007 cost an estimated USD 1.7 billion in damages and losses. What’s more, the country’s
extreme vulnerability to hydro-meteorological hazards, including storm-induced tidal
flooding, is likely to increase due to climate change. According to the Bangladesh Bureau of
Statistics (2015), about 13 percent households and 12.64 percent of the population live in
disaster-prone areas of the country.

Between 1980 and 2008, Bangladesh experienced 219 natural disasters. The geographical
location, land characteristics, multiplicity of rivers, coastal morphology and the monsoon
climate render Bangladesh highly vulnerable to natural disasters. Bangladesh suffers from
floods, cyclones, storm surges, riverbank erosion, earthquakes, droughts, salinity intrusion,
fires and tsunamis. Cyclones in 1970, 1991, 2007, 2009 and 2019 killed 364,000, 136,000,
3,363, 190 and 14 people due to various cyclone induced causes.

In Bangladesh, at the national level, four high-profile bodies were established for the
multisectoral coordination of emergencies associated with environmental disasters as well
as disaster management in general: the National Disaster Management Council (NDMC),
headed by the prime minister; the Inter-Ministerial Disaster Management Coordination
Committee (IMDMCC), led by the



minister of food and disaster management; the National Disaster Management Advisory
Committee (NDMAC), headed by a specialist nominated by the prime minister; and a
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Disaster Management to supervise national policies and
programs. The common missions of these bodies have been to provide policy and management
guidance and the macro-coordination of activities, particularly relief and rehabilitation.

The Standing Order on Disaster (SOD) in Bangladesh has defined roles at all administrative
levels in the country, with spaces to accommodate local innovation and actions. But many
stakeholders remain unaware about this “way-forward”. However, two significant gaps in
addressing the risk reduction remain big challenges. One, the gap between preparedness and
emergency response which can be minimised with the help of forecasts. And the other
between disaster response-rehabilitation and resilience. “Transition Funding” can be a unique
way forward towards resilience—by enhancing economic ability, ensuring social safety net and
access to market through poverty mapping.

Since 25 August 2017, extreme violence in Rakhine State, Myanmar, has driven an estimated
725,000 Rohingya refugees across the border into Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh.These refugees are
based in camps and informal settlements in one of the most disaster-hit regions in the world in
terms of floods and cyclones.According to the report published by Centre for Policy
Dialogue,Bangladesh and other government officials about 205 thousand Rohingya have been
already living in the two major areas of Cox’s Bazar who entered in different times since 2005
to 2017.14 The total estimation was 400 thousand illegal Rohingya residing in Cox’s Bazaar,
Bandarban, Khagrachari and Rangamati who came after 2005 were already roaming out there
for survival.15 After 2017, the newly arrived Rohingya was added to the exiting number and
ended up with a million-plus population at the coastal region of Bangladesh. As of now, the
number is closed to 1.3 million people who need different forms of assistance in order to
survive over there.

Strategy to achieve the objectives
Care in Need believes successful disaster reduction strategies involve careful efforts to combine
knowledge, technology, expertise, institutional capacities, management skills, and practical
experience for optimum results, which would not be possible without proper collaboration
between the two key players: state and civil society. The state can effectively link up
knowledge, technology, skills, resources, expertise offered by specialist institutions with
grassroots experience, organisational capacity, participatory management skills, community-
based initiatives for disaster reduction.

i. Strengthen community base disaster preparedness
ii. Response

iii. Recovery



i. Strengthen community base disaster preparedness:
Community-based disaster preparedness (CBDP) refers to a specific form of local-

level capacity building and represents increasingly important elements of
vulnerability reduction and disaster management strategies.

a) Training and capacity development services to key government functionaries and

other stakeholders, including community leaders and CSOs
b) Research, documentation and development of national level information base on

disasters

c) Fostering culture of safety through mass awareness programmes
d) Sharing knowledge, information and good practices by networking with training,

academic, technical and other institutes at national, regional and global levels

ii. Response:
The aim of emergency response of Care in Need is to provide immediate assistance
to maintain life, improve health and support the morale of the affected population.

Such assistance may range from providing specific but limited aid, such as assisting

refugees with transport, temporary shelter, and food, to establishing semi-
permanent settlement in camps and other locations. It also may involve initial

repairs to damaged infrastructure. The focus in the response phase is on meeting

the basic needs of the people until more permanent and sustainable solutions can
be found.

iii. Recovery:

As the emergency is brought under control, the affected population is capable of undertaking a
growing number of activities aimed at restoring their lives and the infrastructure that supports
them. Recovery activities continue until all systems return to normal or better. Care in Need will
be involved in recovery measures, both short and long term, include returning vital life-support
systems to minimum operating standards; temporary housing; public information; health and
safety education; reconstruction; counselling programs; and economic impact studies.
Information resources and services include data collection related to rebuilding, and
documentation of lessons learned.


