
Economic and Social Development

Objectives:
To support vulnerable communities improve their participation in economic activity by
providing capacity development support and enhancing income generating and employment
opportunities

Context:

Bangladesh’s decentralized government structures have potential to ensure consultative,
participatory and inclusive progress towards inclusive development and the SDGs. However,
despite a succession of reforms aimed at improving representativeness and effectiveness of
local government, participation remain quite low and persistent gender and power inequalities
mean that women and marginalized communities still struggle to make their voices heard or
their issues visible. Moreover, participation in governance and development processes is
particularly difficult for Bangladesh’s minorities who, despite laws (The Constitution of

Bangladesh, Articles 19, 27, 28 and 29)
guaranteeing rights and inclusion, are
systematically excluded, discriminated against,
segregated from mainstream development, and
denied recognition of their capabilities and
contribution. Though the Upazila Act and
subsequent amendments have transferred 17
central ministry services to Upazila and Union
Parishad, many of the minority communities
are excluded. In a recent study (Disaster
Management Watch, 2019) commissioned by

Christian Aid, findings show that due to
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living in isolated lands, unwillingness to political leadership, social stigma and lack of
awareness to claim civil rights lead the ethnic and religious minority people to be deprived
compared to other marginalized people. Nevertheless, norms surrounding gender and
expression, as well as other sources of marginalization due to factors such as age or disability,
intersect and compound the barriers to participation faced by individuals in minority
communities

The Constitution of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh guarantees human rights and equal
opportunities in all aspects of human life such as socio-political, education, and employment
irrespective of race, caste, sex, ethnicity and disability. Article 29 of the constitution assures
that there shall be equality of
opportunity for all citizens in
respect of employment or office in
the service of the republic.
However, despite this
constitutional commitment, People
with Disabilities(PWDs) are subject
to discrimination and negligence in
various spheres of life.

The status of women in Bangladesh
has been ranked the lowest in the
world on the basis of twenty
indicators related to health,
marriage, children, education,
employment and social

equality. Women’s economic participation and empowerment are fundamental to
strengthening women’s rights and enabling

women to have control over their lives and exert influence in society. It is about creating just
and equitable societies. Women often face discrimination and persistent gender inequalities,
with some women experiencing multiple discrimination and exclusion because of factors such
as ethnicity or caste. Evidence from developing countries (International Journal of Mathematics
and Statistics Invention) showed that women's age and family structure were the strongest
determinants of women's authority in decision making. Older women and women in nuclear
households were more likely than other women to participate in family decisions

Strategy to achieve the objectives
i. Focus our resources on communities and building capacity for individuals, families

and people’s group
ii. Encourage women participations in cottage, micro, small and medium enterprise



iii. Addressing social inclusion and gender

i. Focus resources on communities and building capacity for individuals,
families and people’s group:



Communities and especially the marginalized ones form the key target group for
Care in Need and therefore the focal area of its interventions. Care in Need also
considered the communities as its major supporters and principle actors on the
ground and the basis of all its work. Critical factors that adversely impact on
marginalized communities, key among them skilled personnel, poor leadership and
governance, unequal distribution of resources as well as access to and sustainable
utilization of resources. Other factors include; weak civic engagement and social
accountability. The drivers of change towards a strengthened sustainable
community were perceived to include several factors many of which rotated around
strengthening processes which include, holistic capacity building of community
organizations& people, movement building and a multi-stakeholder approach in
promoting citizen participation in development processes. Other drivers of change
include access, ownership and control of resources as well as promoting and
nurturing of strong values. Care in need plan to implement program through the
following initiatives over the next five years:

 Assess the market to identify the areas of opportunity

 Partnership with community organization and capacity development

 Capacity development of the vulnerable people
 Resource mobilization and create access to different services of government

ii. Encourage women participations in cottage, micro, small and
medium enterprise:
In recent years, the Government of Bangladesh, Bangladesh Bank (BB), the
Central Bank of Bangladesh, and the Asian Development Bank have increased

financial support of female‐owned CMSMEs in both rural and urban Bangladesh.

Nevertheless, women are excluded from accessing working capital that would let

them participate in financial markets or develop and run a business. For
example, during 2010–2018, banks and FIs in Bangladesh disbursed loans of

Bangladesh Taka (BDT) 9,423,186 million to CMSME entrepreneurs, of which

male entrepreneurs obtained BDT9,090,878 million (96.5%) and female
entrepreneurs only BDT332,306 million (3.5%; Appendix A).

These figures vividly demonstrate women's poor access to finance compared
with their male counterparts. Women's self‐employment increases their income,

which strengthens their bargaining capacity and control over resources. This

allows them to make greater investments in their own quality of life and in their
children's well‐being. The World Bank's World Development Report 2011



suggests that to increase the level of productivity by 25%, several countries

should eliminate unfair practices towards women.

Care in need plan to implement program through the following initiatives over

the next five years:

 Assess the capacity of the women entrepreneur and need of the market

 Awareness raising

 Advocacy and lobby to the financial institute and policy maker to create
access to resources

iii. Addressing social inclusion and gender:

Care in Need will address for improving access to livelihood assets and services
for ALL, including the women, poor, and excluded. It supports more inclusive
policies and mindsets and increases the voice and influence of all including of the
women, poor and excluded.

Care in Need will take the following initiatives to address inclusion and gender

 Identify the excluded and reason for their exclusion from access to
service and opportunity in the sector

 Design policy and program level response that attempt to address the
barriers in the program cycle

 Monitoring and evaluation to check whether planned resources and
actions have reached to women, people with disabilities and other
excluded


